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MACHINERY SAFETY NEWS 

 
Advice from Pilz as the transition period for EN 954-1 is extended  
 

At the meeting of the European Machinery Working Group on 7./8.12.2009 in Brussels, 

the EU Commission again discussed the request from the European Committee for 

Standardization (CEN) to extend EN 954-1’s presumption of conformity.  

According to information from a representative of the CEN, the majority of member 

states were in favour of an extension and the extension will be granted. However, the 

Commission has still to define an exact timescale for this extension. For this the relevant 

announcement in the Official EU Journal, which will be published December 15th or 

16th 2009, has to be awaited. 

Only once this has been published we will finally know how much longer the presumption of 

conformity for EN 954-1 in parallel with EN ISO 13849-1 and EN/IEC 62061 will apply. 

“As safety experts in automation and machinery, there are various reasons why we can only 

recommend that manufacturers and operators apply the successor standards EN ISO 13849-1 

and EN/IEC 62061 as early as possible”, says John McAuliffe, Head of the International 

Services Group and General Manager of Pilz Ireland.  

 

Check the application of EN 954-1 carefully 

First and foremost, the extent to which EN 954-1 can represent the current state-of-the-art in 

machinery safety design is debatable. What’s more, it’s possible that machine operators will 

specify application of the new standards in their requirement manual, to ensure that legally 

they are on the safe side as regards liability, should an accident occur.  
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Many B and C standards listed under the current Machinery Directive already refer to 

EN ISO 13849-1 and EN/IEC 62061. These include, for example:  

- EN 61496: Safety of machinery – Electro-sensitive protective equipment 

- EN 60204-1: Safety of machinery – Electrical equipment of machines 

- EN ISO 13850: Safety of machinery – Emergency stop – Principles for design 

- EN 848: Safety of woodworking machines  

- EN ISO 10218-1: Robots for industrial environments – Safety requirements – Part 1: Robot. 

Other C standards will gradually be amended accordingly. Once amended, application of EN 

954-1 would no longer enable presumption of conformity for these standards.  

Finally it should also be noted that while EN 954-1 is recognised throughout the world, it is 

not an international standard. This is an important aspect, particularly for machine 

manufacturers who operate internationally. 

 

Support in converting to the new standards  

Pilz has already certified its products to EN ISO 13849-1 and EN/IEC 62061 and has also 

tailored its services to suit, from its range of seminars through to implementation of the CE 

mark.  

What’s more, the PAScal Safety Calculator provides a convenient tool for calculating the 

Performance Level and Safety Integrity Level that safety functions can achieve, based on the 

components used.  

As a result, Pilz can support design engineers who have already converted to EN ISO 13849-1 

and EN/IEC 62061. At the same time the company will also continue to provide products, 

services and technical support for those design engineers who continue for now to apply 

EN 954-1. 

Please email services@pilz.co.uk for more information about Safety Services and PAScal, 

telephone 01536 460766 or visit www.pilz.co.uk. 

 

-End (500 words)- 
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Contact Points for Publication 
 
Pilz Automation Technology 

Telephone: 01536 460766 

Fax:  01536 460866 

E-mail: services@pilz.co.uk 

Website: www.pilz.co.uk  
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Note to editors 
 
Pilz Automation Technology develops, manufactures and supplies process and automation 
control products for use wherever there is a requirement to ensure the safety of plant, 
personnel or the environment. Included in the range are: safety relays; configurable safety 
controllers; programmable safety systems (safety PLCs) for use with or without the 
SafetyBUS p safe, open industrial fieldbus network; mechanically actuated and non-contact 
guard switches; safety light curtains; 2D and 3D vision-based safety sensors; emergency stop 
switches; conventional and touchscreen operator interfaces; plus control and monitoring 
relays for non-safety applications. 

In addition, Pilz provides safety-related services, such as training, engineering, consultancy 
and competence management. For 20 years Pilz has taken a leading role in educating the 
market with regard to safety legislation. This has been through seminars on legislation, 
software packages that assist with standards compliance and product selection, and 
publications. Pilz has produced six editions of the Guide to Machinery Safety, a Guide to 
Programmable Safety Systems, and publishes a free monthly email newsletter 

Pilz Automation Technology is a wholly owned subsidiary of Pilz GmbH & Co KG, a family-
owned German company with global operations. Since its foundation in 1948, Pilz has 
remained at the forefront of safety technology, launching the first safety relay the first 
programmable safety system, the first safe, open fieldbus system (SafetyBUS p), the first 
solid-state safety 'relay', the first software-configurable modular safety controller, and the first 
safe camera system for monitoring three-dimensional zones. Future developments will see 
safety technology being integrated more closely with standard control, such as in servo drives 
with safety functionality. 

Editors should contact Pilz if they would prefer to receive future press releases electronically 
or by post. 
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